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The Valley of Gold and Silicon
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SRI and the Mother of all Demos

 Stanford Research Institute
1946: Rubber replacement

1950: Electronic Check Processing
1953: Disneyland feasibility study
1966: Shakey, the robot (Al)

e “Mother of all Demos”: Computer Society's
Conference in San Francisco, by Douglas
Engelbart on December 9, 1968

“Computing was, in those days, believed to be for arithmetic. That’s it.”

“There was this proposal called ‘Augmenting the Human Intellect’ by
someone at SRI’

~ Bob Taylor, NASA (in Valley of Genius)

Shakey,
the robot in 1972



SCOTT MakeNz Hippies to Hackers

e Summer of Love, Frisco 1967

“As an engineer | wore a coat and tie to work every day, however, we all had our
LO¥ERS I YOUR HAIR) hippie costumes and we would go to San Francisco and pretend we were flower Stewart Brand
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~ Nolan Busnhell, Co-founder of Atari

* Stewart Brand and the Whole Earth Catalog
* Lifestyle, but also software catalog WHOLE EARTH CATALOG

"When | was young, there was an amazing publication called The Whole Earth
Catalog, which was one of the bibles of my generation ... It was sort of like Google
in paperback form, 35 years before Google came along. It was idealistic and
overflowing with neat tools and great notions."

~Steve Jobs

e 1980ties, Hacker Culture
* Computers as expressive

“It really was a gathering of the illuminati.

[...] It was really a very inspiring kind of occasion: Hey, we are here. We can get together. We are interesting
people!”

~ Lee Felsenstein, organizer of the Homebrew Computer Club
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et the 1970 year-end box score on he S&n Francisco Penin-
sola and Santa Clara Yalley of California founa four more
ned entries in the [C sweens, ene more than in 1969

Thie pace bas been a0 ICAntke that even hardened veter-
ans of Ui semiconduclos wars Hind 6 hard to eoalize that the
Bay Arca story covers an era of oy 15 Years, and anly 23
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which made it all pozsihle,

Faor 1k story ceslls beping of the day bedore Christmas
Eve, Dee. 23, 1947, Thal was the day, ab Bell Telephose
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Listz, Dr. John Hardeen, Dr. Walter Erastain Lz, William
Shuckley, demunstzated the st suecesstul sransistor, It was
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The three inventors wan the Nahel Prize for fheir ef-
forne, bl opiv one of tkem, Dr. Shoekley, was determined to
capitalize on the fransistor commeretally, In him Jies the
penesis of the San Pranvisco silicon story,

It wng anly by a quirk of fate, however, coupled with
Lack of management foresight, that Bosbon failed o become
she major semiconduclor conter San Fransisco is today,
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Silicon Valley's record-breaking growth

The region’s innovation industries have been driving the economic growth
for the past 20 years, surpassing the dot-com boom in 2000.

Silicon Valley growth index:
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More next week: The Ego Online!

“People use their real names on Facebook. [...] And | think that that’s a
really simple social solution to a possibly complex technical issue”




