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The Digital (my perspective)
* The Digital as a Landscape
* Media Ecology

* Social and cultural theory
* Phenomenology (User Experiences

* The Digital and its Historical Roots
* Archaeology
* Heritage
* Historical (evolution)

* The Digital as Playful and Creative

* Opinionated and undereducated, but also totally puzzled/fascinated
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Digital Roots _

| 1L: (of signals or data) expressed as series of the digits 0 and
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A computer is a set of integrated circuits of transistors
(“microchip”) through which electricity flows in on/off patterns.


https://www.rapidtables.com/convert/number/ascii-to-binary.html

The First Computers




Babbage’s Analytical Engine
and Lady Lovelace

Working model in London’s
Museum of Science

OH LOOCK,
t WE ’'RE PRESENT
FOR THE INVENTION

So it was that in 1843, Ada Lovelace wrote the first paper on computer science,
including the earliest complete computer program...




War Machines

Glass tube

Anode

Heated
cathode

Heater

First Electronic Computer: Colossus codebreaker (1944)

IBM 701 (1952):
ordered by the NSA
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Computers: The Hidden Figures of the Space Race
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Roots of the Digital Scholar

Father Roberto Busa (in 2006) Thomas Watson (founder of IBM)

What is the metaphysics of presence in St. Thomas Aquinas?: praesentia, praesens + proposition

“I knew, the day | was to meet Thomas J.Watson, Sr., that he had on his desk a report which said IBM machines could
never do what | wanted. | had seen in the waiting room a small poster imprinted with the words:

’y »

‘The difficult we do right away; the impossible takes a little longer:
- Roberto Busa, 1980



From ARPANet to World Wide Web
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Log of first ARPANet message

?z._j 6Tl |2lc0 _”'W((. ADA D [__,,!j_ 0 (_’j_i_'ﬂﬂ/,l__((v_ é 1
| ro@ el Bpckep L |

BBV

NET

.“? :')'b- .'_;t’fll V}:ﬁﬂ Qﬁf . CT){L—_
= | Hoct &n Yot &}

||
L
>
®
L
I

{ Jl;,;_\ ¢
(- __H"), L

: rsle ‘Fathers of the internet’
| fean g Mg IE{J—};"LH By Alinsy

i oLt Bl necse Vint Cerf & Bob Kahn o
SN N B Se,56% - See the blog by Ben van Yperen, Digital Archaeology



https://digmedia.lucdh.nl/2020/09/12/digital-archaeology/

The 80ties: The Digital comes “Home”
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Personal computing

Graphical User Interface (GUI) Apple Macintosh
+ Office Software




The Post-Digital Age:
Entanglement of the Analog and the Digital
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“Data is the new oil”

Smartphone “Condom” Facebook &
Cambridge Analytica scandal



Humanity faces multiple crises
human-made: Humanities’ solutions?

R PYSETETY

Warming stripes (Ed Hawkin ) Digital (R)evolution
A Igl bIt mp ratures, 1850-2018
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Not why, but how!






K-8

Visualization showing the number of trees needed to absorb the amount of CO2

oanna Moll, 2016, janavirgin.com
generated by the global visits to google.com every second in 2016! J ’ " g
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http://www.janavirgin.com/CO2/DEFOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOREST_about.html
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Elon Musk & L
{ @elonmusk

Tesla is restarting production today against Alameda
County rules. | will be on the line with everyone else. If
anyone is arrested, | ask that it only be me.

1:36 PM - May 11, 2020 - Twitter for iPhone

Websites
Facebook.com +27.0% Netflix.com +16.0% YouTube.com +15.3%
170M 26M 200M
- Feb. ,29 Average daily
First U.S. Cavid- traffic
19 death
120M 16M 160M

Jan. 15 March 24



What’s next!?

Let’s find out
together!
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