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Digital Media, Society, and Culture 



- Sign up!
- Clear up your username with Janessa.
- Use links, check if they work!
- Mind grammar/syntax

- Janessa recommends Grammarly
- Read your work/have someone else read it

- Mind the text walls
- Use Categories for your group

- Tags are for tagging specific content,
try to stick to pre-existing tags and categories

- Read other people’s work (start with your group)
- Send notifications of absence to all three of us.

Blogs

Good job!

Blogs

What is the Digital?

Past

Present

Future

Content cue

https://tenor.com/en-GB/view/shaun-the-sheep-thumbs-up-yes-sheep-smile-gif-17060869


Marshall McLuhan
(1964, Understanding Media)

“The Medium is the Message”
"Indeed, it is only too typical that the 'content' of any
medium blinds us to the character of the medium"

What is the medium?

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marshall_McLuhan


(of signals or data) expressed as series of 
the digits 0 and 1, typically represented by 
values of a physical quantity such as 
voltage or magnetic polarization.
~OED}

What is the Digital?

01010111 01000101 01001100 
01000011 01001111 01001101 
01000101 00100000 01000010 
01000001 01000011 01001011 
00100000 01010100 01001111 
00100000 01000011 01001100 
01000001 01010011 01010011

} “WELCOME BACK TO CLASS”
in binary code

A computer is a set of integrated circuits of transistors 
(“microchip”) through which electricity flows in on/off patterns.
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https://nl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Signaal_(algemeen)
https://www.rapidtables.com/convert/number/ascii-to-binary.html
https://www.flickr.com/photos/cambridgeuniversity-engineering/29246416244


The First Computers
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https://eadh.org/projects/programming-historian


19th Century Hardware and Software
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Babbage_Difference_Engine.jpg


1940s: War Machines
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https://www.virtualcolossus.co.uk/colossus3d/


1950s: Roots of the Digital Scholar

Father Roberto Busa (in 2006) Thomas Watson (founder of IBM) 

What is the metaphysics of presence in St. Thomas Aquinas?: An index of “praesentia, praesens + proposition”

“I knew, the day I was to meet Thomas J. Watson, Sr., that he had on his desk a report which said IBM machines 
could never do what I wanted. I had seen in the waiting room a small poster imprinted with the words: ‘The 
difficult we do right away; the impossible takes a little longer.’ ”
- Roberto Busa, 1980
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roberto_Busa
https://nl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_J._Watson


1960s: The Hidden Figures 
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Katherine Johnson (1966)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hidden_Figures_%28book%29
https://www.nasa.gov/audience/forstudents/k-4/stories/nasa-knows/who-was-katherine-johnson-k4
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt4846340/


70s-90s: ARPANet to World Wide Web

Internetworking demonstration, linking the 
ARPANET, PRNET, and SATNET in 1977

Sir Tim Berners-Lee,
inventor of the WWW Log of first ARPANet Message

‘Fathers of the internet’
Vint Cerf & Bob Kahn
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Internetworking
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/PRNET
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SATNET
https://edition.cnn.com/style/article/tim-berners-lee-nft-auction/index.html
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:First-arpanet-imp-log.jpg
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q92743
https://nl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bob_Kahn#/media/Bestand:Bob_Kahn.jpg


80s/90s: The Digital Comes Home

Graphical User Interface (GUI)
+ Office Software 

Personal computing
Apple Macintosh

Steve JobsBill Gates
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https://history-computer.com/macintosh-by-apple-complete-history-of-mac-computers/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/AOL#/media/File:America_Online_logo.svg
https://logos.fandom.com/wiki/Internet_Explorer
https://www.businessinsider.com/steve-jobs-on-the-night-shift-at-atari-2014-8?international=true&r=US&IR=T
https://achievement.org/achiever/william-h-gates-iii/
https://www.pcjs.org/software/pcx86/sys/windows/win95/4.00.950/


.com

2000s: Burst to Boom

“Data is the new oil”

https://www.wired.com/insights/2014/07/data-new-oil-digital-economy/


2010s: The Post-Digital Age.

Commander in Tweet Pokémon Go Kills

Facebook & Cambridge 
Analytica scandal

Smartphone “Condom”
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… the Digital and the Pandemic





2020s: The Rise of AI?

Théâtre D’opéra Spatial, Midjourney (2022) by way of Jason M. Allen and many uncredited humans



The Digital: A (non-)Human Medium

Digital (R)evolution
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Marshall McLuhan
(1964, Understanding Media)

“For the message of any medium or technology is the change of 
scale or pace or pattern that it introduces into human affairs."



What change is next?

Let’s explore this, together!

Content cue:
What is your earliest memory/an early memory of digital technology/media?

Next week’s lecture: The World Brain

Blogs

What is the Digital?

Past

Present

Future

Content cue


	Slide 1: Digital Media, Society, and Culture 
	Slide 2: Blogs
	Slide 3: “The Medium is the Message”
	Slide 4: What is the Digital?
	Slide 5: The First Computers
	Slide 6: 19th Century Hardware and Software 
	Slide 7: 1940s: War Machines
	Slide 8: 1950s: Roots of the Digital Scholar
	Slide 9: 1960s: The Hidden Figures  
	Slide 10: 70s-90s: ARPANet to World Wide Web
	Slide 11: 80s/90s: The Digital Comes Home
	Slide 12: 2000s: Burst to Boom
	Slide 13: 2010s: The Post-Digital Age. 
	Slide 14: … the Digital and the Pandemic
	Slide 15
	Slide 16: 2020s: The Rise of AI?
	Slide 17: The Digital: A (non-)Human Medium 
	Slide 18: What change is next?

