Blogs

* Use links, check if they work!
* Mind grammar/syntax

* Read your work/have someone else read it
e Mind the text walls

* Use Categories for your group il
* Tags are for tagging specific content GO Od JOb'

* Read other people’s work (start with your group)
* Send notifications of absence to Janessa (and to me, if you like).




Digital Media, Society, and Culture

Angus A. A. Mol
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A Light(njng Fast History of the Digital




Backto digital basics

'
U1 . 1L: (of signals or data) expressed as series of the digits 0 and
T s --r-a--r-1 1, typically represented by values of a physical quantity
' ,_-I such as voltage or magnetic polarization.
L.ii-i ~OED
t:h
01010111 01100101 0110110001100011 01101111 01101101 01100101 }
01100010 01100001 01100011 01101011 01110100 “WELCOME BACK TO CLASS” in binary code
01101111 01100011 01101100 01100001 01110011 01110011
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A computer is a set of integrated circuits of transistors
(“microchip”) through which electricity flows in on/off patterns.


https://www.rapidtables.com/convert/number/ascii-to-binary.html

+  Electricity as
Medum

Marshall Mcluhan
(1964, Understanding Medya

“Theelectric light is pure information. It is a
medium without a message, as it weualess [...]”

“For it is not till the electric light is used to spell out
some brand name that it 1s noticed as a medmum.
Then it 1s not the light but the “content” (or what 1s
really another medmum) that is noticed.”

“For the ‘message’ of any medium or technology is
the change of scale or pace or pattern that it
introduces nto human affairs.”




The First Computers
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Babbage's Analytical EngirsssSSSSSie s s
and Lady Lovelace | SERTRMmTIImS
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Working model in London’s
Museum of Science
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So it was that in 1843, Ada Lovelace wrote the first paper on computer science,
including the earliest complete computer program...




War Machines
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First Electronic Computer: Colossus codebreakét944)

IBM 701 (1952):
ordered by the NSA
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Vacuum tubes from the ENIAC computer Hollerith-kaart/punch card



Computers: TheHidden Figures of the Space Race

wimn (e Bprace Kacw. Thary Booghs or U cokniay s lefars,
amd bod thaiy sass of i Amsoan Dveas. Ths |s thar anssld sory.
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Katherine Johnson working as | J
a computer at NASA in 1966 MA_EEET LEE E-ide T_TEH_I.';Q;



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nKxgieXQ82w&ab_channel=NASA

Roots of the Digital Scholar

Thomas Watson (founder of IBM)

Father Roberto Busa (in 2006)
What is the metaphysicef presencan St. Thoma#fquinag praesentiapraesens roposition

“I knew, the dayl wasto meet Thomas J. Watson, Sthat he had on his desk a repovthich saidlIBM machinesould
never dowhat| wanted | hadseenin the waitingroom a small postermprinted with the words:

‘The difficultwe do rightaway the impossibldakes dittle longer’”

- RobertoBusa 1980



From ARPANet to World Wide Web
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80s/90s: The Digitdevolution

Graphical User Interface (GUI)
+ Office Software

—_—

Personal computing
Apple Macintosh


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4aIkMwUeL_Q&ab_channel=CNN
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2010sThe Post-Digital Age:
Entanglement of the Analog and the Digital

- i

Facebook & " “Datais the new oil”
Cambridge Analytica scandal
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Elon Musk & v
@elonmusk

Tesla is restarting production today against Alameda
County rules. | will be on the line with everyone else. If
anyone is arrested, | ask that it only be me.

1:36 PM - May 11, 2020 - Twitter for iPhone

.= kaltura

Websites
Facebook.com +27.0% Netflix.com +16.0% YouTube.com +15.3%
170M 26M 200M
- Feb. ,29 Average daily
First U.S. Covid- traffic
19 death
120M 16M 160M

Jan. 15 March 24



An Internet in Crisis?

The Metaverse?

I'he Age of Intelligence?
. Enshittification?
. A Poisonous Internet?

tification

y Everything
enly Got

Cory Doctorow



Humanity faces multiplerises
Humanmade: Humanities’ solutions?

Warming stripe{Ed Hawkins)
Annual global temperatures, 182021
Blue = cooler than normal

Red = warmer than norma I
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Not w/h)y;, buthow?



What’s next? -

*landseape
together

Content Cue:

What is your earliest memory/an early memory
of digital technology/media?
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