
• Online on 29-10-2025, submit by 5-11-2025 (end of CET day).

• You will have 30 minutes (if you go over-time, you will still be able to finish)…

• …to answer 6 questions:

• 4 of them will ask you to give a brief (in one to five sentences) take away from 4 of the 

mandatory course readings.

• 2 of them will ask you to give a specific answer to a question based on the HTML and CSS 

sections of the Working with the Web tutorial.

• This Brightspace quiz will contribute to your final Course Material grade (15%), but will not be 

separately graded.

• Other aspects involved:

• Referencing course reading in blogs/podcasts/class

• Course Material ReCap 2 (in December)

Course Material Re-Cap 1



Angus A.A. Mol
Walter Crist

Digital Media, Society, and Culture 
The Ego on the Platform



“All the world’s a stage, 
And all the men and women merely players”

As You Like It  Act-II, Scene-VII, 
William Shakespeare

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NbIOZZy54EM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NbIOZZy54EM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NbIOZZy54EM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NbIOZZy54EM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NbIOZZy54EM


The Presentation of Self in Everyday Life

• A dramaturgical account of human interaction.
• The social self needs to be continually achieved in and through 

interaction

• This not only defines interpersonal interaction, but also affects 
social structure

• To play along is not only a social, but also a moral imperative

“When an individual plays a part he implicitly requests his observers to take seriously 

the impression that is fostered before them.”

“We can say that a social role will involve one or more parts and that each of these 

different parts may be presented by the performer on a series of occasions to the 

same kinds of audience or to an audience of the same persons. “

Erving Goffman



Our real screen-selves

• We Live in Public

• The Real World (MTV 1992)

• Big Brother (EndeMol 1999)

• Reality TV
• Social Realism

• Pseudo.com (1993)

https://web.archive.org/web/19970413214926/http:/www.pseudo.com/
https://web.archive.org/web/19970413214926/http:/www.pseudo.com/


Quiet: We Live in Public
"With Quiet, Harris proved how, in the not-so-distant future of 

life online, we will willingly trade our privacy for the connection 

and recognition we all deeply desire.”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N1cSbsJ5h1I&ab_channel=DocuChick


Social Media
“In the early 2000s, Friendster gets all the early adopters, has 
a really dense network, and then just hits its breaking point.”

~Ezra Callahan

“MySpace was really popular, but then MySpace had scaling 
trouble, too”

~Scott Marlette

“Back then there was a really common problem that now 
seems trivial. It was basically impossible to think of a person by 
name and look up their picture. All the dorms at Harvard had 
individual directories called “face-books”

~Dustin Moskovitz

Quotes from Valley of Genius



“And I think that that’s a really simple social solution to a possibly 
complex technical issue”

What was FB a solution to?

“So MySpace had almost a third of their staff monitoring the pictures 
that got uploaded for pornography.  We hardly ever have any 
pornography uploaded. The reason is [….]on Facebook.”

Anonymity!
→breaks your role → breaks (and remakes) the social order
In small-scale communities, anonymity is ‘impossible’

Venetian Masquerade

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carnival_of_Venice


Online Anonymity
• Usenet (1980)

• "poor man's ARPANET“

• Usernames rather than given names

• 4Chan and ‘other cesspits’

• Community/Board based Networks

• Anonymous and the Rules of the Internet

A thread on 4chan 

(don’t go there if you want to retain any hope for humanity)

The FAQ in the FAX that announced Usenet

https://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=Rules%20Of%20The%20Internet


“And within a couple weeks, a few thousand people had signed up.”

~ Mark Zuckerberg

Facebook in 2010 “Founded in 2004, Facebook’s mission is to give people the power to build 

community and bring the world closer together. People use Facebook to 

stay connected with friends and family, to discover what’s going on in the 

world, and to share and express what matters to them.” (Facebook 2015)

Meta's mission is to build the future of human connection and the 

technology that makes it possible. (Meta Current)

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.1655178611435493.1073741828.1633466236940064
https://www.meta.com/en-gb/about/company-info


The many roles of @Zuck 
on     during the last year

Techno-overlord

(ok… this one is not his)

Patriot

Business Leader

AthleteRomantic

Party Boy

Great dad

CulturedJohn Wick 

Tech Visionary

“I build stuff”

Like the Rest of Us



Network Society
“A society where the key social structures and 
activities are organized around electronically 
processed information networks. 

So it's not just about networks or social 
networks, because social networks have been 
very old forms of social organization. ”

~Manuel Castells (in Berkeley Globe Trotter)

http://globetrotter.berkeley.edu/people/Castells/castells-con4.html


We’ve always lived in public
• Theory of social evolution

• Primates are social creatures

• Social relations are beneficial but 

costly

• Comparative research among hunter-

gatherers  suggests the ‘cap’ is around 150

• NB we will meet many more people 

during our lives

• One study suggests we are able to 

recognize on average 5000 faces.

https://www.york.ac.uk/news-and-events/news/2018/research/never-forget-a-face/
https://www.york.ac.uk/news-and-events/news/2018/research/never-forget-a-face/


Coming up
Discussion of and survey data about mental health, 
including mention of suicide and self-harm

Struggling with mental health or well-being in general? 

You’re not alone!

Leiden University resources available here: edu.nl/embud 

Suicide Prevention Helpline The Netherlands (anonymous): Call 113

https://edu.nl/embud
https://edu.nl/embud


The Lonely Society

In mass societies individuals are becoming more 
and more socially isolated, i.e. they have few or 
no social contacts.



https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2021/oct/05/facebook-frances-haugen-whistleblower-regulation
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2021/oct/05/facebook-frances-haugen-whistleblower-regulation












AI Companions: 
when the platform 

plays a role



Seeking the Bubble Reputation…
…Even in the Cannon’s Mouth

“We invest in identities that no longer fit the

world we live in. We should simply try and 

become good people, yet we no longer seem

to know what that means and grasp at 

predetermined roles from bygone days.”

~ An anonymous Reddit commenter, 2022

What role(s) do you play on the platform?



Struggling with mental health or well-being in general? 

You’re not alone!

Leiden University resources available here: edu.nl/embud 

Suicide Prevention Helpline The Netherlands (anonymous): Call 113

https://edu.nl/embud
https://edu.nl/embud
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